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INTRO: There’s a certain allure about name-dropping, isn’t there? 

There are fewer things that annoy me more than flagrant name-

dropping in conversations and yet, in the right circumstances, 

including those not-so-subtle hints about who you know can prove 

to be irresistible – especially when meeting folks for the first time. 

 

Why do we do it? Social security. It gives a sense of status and 

prestige in the moments we feel insecure. And it doesn’t have to be 

name-dropping, does it? It can be talking about that recent 

promotion or leadership role you fill.  

 

Just like you and me, the believers in Corinth struggled with their 

own need for status and prestige – so much so that it began to 

divide the church. 

 

Last week Ty introduced the book and gave us a little background 

about the metropolitan city of Corinth. Pagan cultural influences 

were strong outside and (unfortunately) inside the church. Even so, 

we read how Paul addresses them as “those who have been 

sanctified” (1:2) and called into fellowship with Jesus Christ (9).  

 

Despite their sanctified identity, we read that they were not living 

out all the implications of their identity and as a result, the church 

began to fracture. 

 

PROPOSITION: Gospel unity fractures where there are status-

seeking loyalties to human leaders. 

 

Now I exhort you, brethren (we’re brothers and sisters in the Lord!) 

By the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (10x in verses -9) 

 

That you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but 

that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same 

judgment. 

 

If the Corinthian church is foundationally united in Jesus, their 

current disunity is a betrayal of their identity. More than that, it is a 

misrepresentation of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Therefore, Paul encourages the church in three ways: 

1. “all of you agree” 

2. “there be no divisions” 

3. “Be united in the same mind and in the same judgment” 

 

The language here almost has a political flavor to it. It’s pretty clear 

that believers here were forming factions, alliances over against 

other believers.  

 

“Party spirit was a common fact of ancient city life” (Oster, p. 50). 

 

In the face of disagreement, division and different ideas about what 

is right and wrong, Paul exhorts them to “be unitedbe unitedbe unitedbe united.” 

 

This verb is a surgical term for setting bonessurgical term for setting bonessurgical term for setting bonessurgical term for setting bones (ECNT, 43). 

 - Their identity as a sanctified body in Christ (in verses 1-9) is 

the splint for their reunification 

 

What exactly are they divided over?  

 

Paul clues us in by summarizing the factions as follows: 

 

For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Cloe’s 

people, that there are quarrels among you. 
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Now I mean thisNow I mean thisNow I mean thisNow I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I 

of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 

 

Though some translations read, “I follow…” this is not the sense this 

grammatical construction conveys, however. Using the “I follow” 

language implies a commitment to a certain leader and the doctrine 

or ideology that leader subscribes to.  

 

This isn’t the sense Paul is trying to get across, however. The 

language he uses here is that of a child or slave (ECNT, 47). In this 

way, I don’t think Paul is saying that their divisions are owing to 

differing ideas about doctrine or ideology, but to their childish 

attachment to human leaders rather than to Jesus Christ alone. 

 

[Social stratification of ancient Rome: Patron/client, slave, 

Philosopher/student] 

 

1. Not theological OR political/ideological  

1. Never addresses divisive ideas or doctrines 

2. Favorable view of Apollos (3:5; 16:12)  

3. Paul offers strong rebuke for theological aberrations (see 

Galatians)  

4. Corinthians are not concerned about theology 

1. "No one cares a button for dogma." - Petronius 

(Satyr. 44, 1st Cent. Roman author) 

2. They ARE concerned about jealous strife (3:3) and 

boasting in men (3:21). 

2. Caricatures of behaviorCaricatures of behaviorCaricatures of behaviorCaricatures of behavior: childish attachment to human leaders 

- Uses ego, emphasizing their “I” problem 

- Patron/client relationship in ancient Rome 

3. What's wrong with being "of Christ"? 

1. If it was indicative of a group… 

1. Jesus named 10x previously 

2. Paul's uses same construct later: “Whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world of life or death or 

the present or the future – all are yours, and you and you and you and you 

are Christ’sare Christ’sare Christ’sare Christ’s” (3:21-22). 

2.  Rather: it's Pauline sarcasm, serving to set up for 1 Cor. 

2:2, 16; 4:1, 6, 10; 3:23; 6:19-20. ["uproot childish 

attachment to human leaders"] 

3. Nothing wrong - ideally, everyone would be "of Christ" 

So what’s going on here? 

• [Attachments to notable leaders were a way to bolster one’s 

status in 1st Cent. Roman culture] 

• This method of status-jockeying in the broader culture 

transposed itself into the life of the church 

o Church leaders = the people to know/be associated with 

o I probably would have done the same [illustration] 

 

Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except CrispusCrispusCrispusCrispus and 

GaiusGaiusGaiusGaius so that no one would say you were baptized in my 

name. Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 

beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 

 

It’s seems that the Corinthians had viewed baptism as a way of 

identifying themselves with a particular faction – and Paul chides 

them for it, going so far as thanking God for not baptizing them. For 

had he done so, it would have most certainly been misconstrued as 

entrance into fellowship with Paul rather than with Christ: so that no 

one would say you were baptized in my name.  

 

Corinthians probably knew the truth about the nature of baptism 

theologically, but they were failing to live out its implications 

practically.  
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You were all baptized in to Jesus’ name, so why are your 

attachments to human leaders separating you?  

 

APPLICATION 

1. There are many opportunities for division in the church, 

safeguard our unity by celebrating the unifying work of Jesus 

Christ 

2. We all struggle with insecurities about our identity, celebrate 

the eternally secure identity he has purchased for you in the 

church 

3. We all have a tendency to become unhealthily attached to 

human leaders, celebrate the supreme headship of Christ 

and find your hope in Him this morning. 

 

It’s only until we find our identity firmly rooted in Christ that will we 

be empowered to live our calling and mission by faith. 

 


